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Welcome to Winhills! 
 

At Winhills Primary Academy, we do not subscribe to one particular 
teaching method throughout the school and across the curriculum, 
although we do all subscribe to the same philosophy of teaching and 
learning. Teachers, as professionals, will elect to use the most 
appropriate method for the material, age and ability of the class. 
Individual, group and whole class teaching will be in evidence 
throughout the school. The features common to all approaches will 
be positive encouragement of effort, work that will stretch but not 
frustrate, recognition of achievement and work programmed to 
develop individual children and help them achieve their full 
potential. Our teaching style takes account of the learning styles of 
the pupils and caters for the full range. 
  

All children receive a broad, balanced curriculum through both 

subject and topic work. Children learn best from experience and our 

curriculum is carefully planned to provide opportunities for 

investigation, problem solving and visits to places of educational 

merit. From the Foundation Stage class to Year 4 the class is split to 

allow the children to take part in the Intensive Curriculum 

Experience (ICE) zones and outside curriculum. This means that the 

children are taught literacy and numeracy classes that are half the 

class size. The subjects taught are: English, Mathematics, Science, 

Information Communication, Technology, Design Technology, 

History, Geography, R.E, P.E, PHSE.  
 

 

 



How does it work? 

Every term, Year 3 and 4 teachers from the DLPT meet and collaboratively plan this intensive 

curriculum. As a group, every foundation subject is discussed and planned meticulously to link with 

the children’s topic.  The teachers also take ownership of the unit and introduce the topics to the 

children at the beginning of every term. Throughout the term, the teachers have a continuously 

updated overview of how and what the children are learning. 

Day to day 

Every day, the children in both Year 3 and Year 4 are split into two groups. One group stays with the 

class teacher and the other goes out into the ICE zone. Here they work with experienced TAs on their 

foundation subjects. Have a look at our ‘How many children timetable’ to see how many children are 

in the ICE zone daily.  

This half class is then split again, so half of the children go into our outside ICE zone area and half 

stay inside. Every single subject is spread across both ICE zones so they children receive the best 

experiences possible.  

When there are no children in the ICE zone, our TAs come into class to help us or they work one on 

one with target children.  

 

 

 

 



 

Summer 2017 – ‘Home and Away’  overview 

Beginning  

The children will return from Easter to a truly ‘wow’ area in the ICE zone. The team are creating an 

exciting learning environment that will include a mural to St Neots, an interactive Big Ben, a 

telephone box, a post box  and a bus stop! The last two will allow the children to send letters to 

different areas of the world and plan journeys to different destinations.  

The classes will have the opportunity to come out into the ICE just to experience the different areas. 

During the first week back. The children are going to the local museum and will be taking a tour of 

the local area. This will help them with their initial learning.  

They will then return to class to share their thoughts, feelings and ideas. This will then extend onto 

the class teachers teaching some explicit lessons to help with their learning. The children will have 

the opportunity to write down questions, ideas and facts they already know! 

Activities – please see the plans for more detail and links. 

Inside Outside 

Geography – Create a map of St Neots Geography – Weather station – linked with 
European countries  

Geography – Study of St Neots vs European 
town/city.  

Geography – Bug hunting 

Geography – UK/European cities Geography – European plant labels 

Geography – Villages/towns/cities Geography – Gardening  

Literacy – Persuaisve poster – Why live in St 
Neots?  

- Writing letters to send in our post box. 

Geography – Winhills Rangers  

Art – Lowry vs Seurat Computing - Podcasting 

DT – Junk modelling – European landmark DT – Scrap shed 

DT – European cuisine DT – 3D Shapes  

Music – Ball Dropping, composing on a computer Woodland trust – Literacy, creating a new 
woodland creature 

Music – European composers Woodland trust – Art, looking at things from 
different perspectives  

History – Comparing famous event/person UK vs 
Europe 

Maths – Outdoor mini activities – based on 
number. 

Computing - Scratch  

Computing – E Safety poster  

Computing – Algorithms – Roamer   

Maths – looking at bus timetables and planning 
journeys 

 

 

 

 



 

Middle 

During the middle of our topic, we plan on inviting the parents and guardians in for an ‘open 

afternoon’. This will involve the parents taking part in all the activities planned. This will also include 

a grandparents gardening day! 

End 

Near the end of our topic, the children will collate their work together to show to one another. What 

have we learnt? What are you now an expert in?  



 

Planning example 
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