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Year 5

Since Easter, Year 5 have finished reading our novel
‘Kenuke’s Kingdom’, which the children thoroughly
enjoyed. Since then, the children have started a new
topic on Antarctica including the expedition of Ernest
Shackleton.

In English, we have started Shackleton’s Journey, and
have been writing non-chronological reports about
Antarctica. The children have since started learning
about Shackleton’s famous voyage, which has included
taking up a role of a member of the crew and writing
letters of application to be accepted. Over the coming
weeks, we will be writing diaries, letters, adverts and
newspaper reports.

In Maths, the children have just finished a large unit on
fractions, including calculating with fractions and find-
ing fractions of quantities. They will now start looking
at fractions linked to decimals and percentages.

In Science, we have just finished our unit on Earth and
Space, and will be looking at Living things and their
Habitats going forward, including looking at the lifecy-
cles of plants and mammals.

Year 6

Alongside Year 5, we have also started our new text of
‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by William Grill and have been
writing letters in role to and from Sir Ernest Shackleton
as he organized the crew for his expedition. We have
also learnt about the ‘Race for the Pole’ between Roald
Amundsen and the ill-fated Captain Scott.

Since Easter, in Maths, we have revised and extended
our learning about percentages, angles, area and pe-
rimeter of 2D shapes as well as learning about ratio
and volume for the first time. Each week, we are also
keeping our arithmetic skills up to speed by regularly
practising the four operations (including fractions and
decimals).

In Science, we have just completed a Year 5 unit of
work about ‘Flowering Plants’” which we missed due to
lockdown last year. This included plant life cycles and
how different plants reproduce. This will lead into Year
6 work on plant and animal adaptations and then look-
ing at evolution and inheritance by exploring the theo-
ries of Charles Darwin.

Foundation Subjects

In art, the Year 5 children recently enjoyed creating a space scene using paints and spray paints. Over the next week,
they will get to create artwork inspired by Antarctica. We have been using ICT to research our topic and create
factfile, whilst in PE the children have thoroughly enjoyed the start to their swimming sessions.

The Y6 children have very much enjoyed using garden plants, bunches of Spring flowers and Japanese cherry blos-
som as inspiration for their art work this term. They have used both pencils and paint to produce detailed scientific

drawings and beautiful, impressionistic paintings.

Reminders

Homework: a reminder that spelling homework is set on a Wednesday and needs to be returned the following
Monday. Maths Whizz and TT Rock Stars: children must complete 45 minutes of Maths Whizz and 15 minutes of TT
Rock Stars per week. Children need to read for at least 15 minutes per night, every night.

Equipment: as the warmer weather (hopefully) approaches, we expect every child to have their sunhat and water
bottle in school. With the changeable weather, we also expect coats to be broughtin every day.

Swimming: please remember that Year 5 are swimming on Wednesday afternoons and Year 6 on Friday after-
noons. Please remember to send your child in with their swimming kit and a towel.
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